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 Home Learning Policy 

 
 
Central to the mission of Holy Spirit Parish School is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-
esteem and integrity of children and young people and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching 
environment to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially.  
 
At Holy Spirit Parish School all children have a right to feel safe and to be safe.  As a school community we 
have a legal and moral responsibility to protect the children in our care.       
 
PURPOSE: 
 
This policy aims to provide a flexible framework to support students, families and teachers with the 
implementation and management of home learning. There are many potential benefits of home learning in a 
primary school setting. This policy’s intention is to promote a home learning approach that aspires to 
transfer learning into life skills, inspire conversations and questions, that engage and excite lifelong 
learners. 
 
RATIONALE:  
 
This policy has been informed by:  
• Analysis of current academic research  
• Reflection and input from all stakeholders  
 
LEARNING AT HOME:  
 
Families are encouraged to assist their children with learning at home. A formal, prescriptive and assessed 
program is not required for home learning to be beneficial. Each year, teachers have learning conversations 
with families regarding what students are working on or towards, achievements and what will enhance 
student learning. This may include spelling, reading, automatic number response (e.g. times tables) and 
making links between a range of real-life situations in the home and the concepts taught at school (e.g. 
board games, cooking at home, games to play in the car, etc.). We encourage all home learning activities to 
be a positive experience that builds the students to grow a love of learning and be inspired to learn. 
 
READING:  
 
Daily home reading is the cornerstone and focus of our approach to home learning. Daily reading is an 
expectation of students in each year level. This expectation will be established and reinforced by year level 
teams. This includes reading for enjoyment and/or being read to and/or with to promote a love of stories.  
 
 
 



                                                 

MATHEMATICS:  
 
As with reading, try and make maths learning as much fun as possible – games, jigsaws, family board games 
are a great way to start. It’s also important to show how we use maths skills in our everyday lives and to 
involve your child in this.  
 
Please see the links to support healthy, engaging home learning opportunities:  
(Note - to access these sites, please copy and paste the links into your browser) 
 
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Primary  
 
http://raisingchildren.net.au/school_age/school_age.html  
 
HOME SCHOOL LINK: 
 
Families have regular opportunities to have learning conversations with teachers from mid-term 1 to mid-
term 4 of a Tuesday evening, booking through pTo. Overviews of learning are communicated through the 
newsletter to support and deepen home learning conversations. 
At the commencement of each year general information and the understanding of home learning 
conversation are sent out to parents. This also includes an overview timetable and information relevant to 
class initiatives to facilitate conversation. 
 
OCCASIONAL TASKS:  
 
No provision in this policy shall prevent classroom teachers from setting tasks for their whole class or 
individuals from time to time. Such tasks might include a speaking and listening activity, an interview with a 
parent about a specific topic, eg. gathering or acquiring information to support project work.  
 
STUDENTS WITH PROLONGED ABSENCE THROUGH TRAVEL (FAMILY CHOICE):  
 
Families who choose to remove their children from school to travel, provide students with rich opportunities 
for learning about geography, time, distance, and different cultures, nationalities and more. Prior to a 
student’s absence parents may meet with teachers to provide detail of areas to be covered in the term (e.g., 
“In Mathematics we will be focusing on multiplication, division and fractions this term”). Parents will then 
take responsibility for providing work for their children during their travels. Teachers will not be responsible 
for preparing work for students who are absent for prolonged periods due to family travel arrangements.  
  
ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION:  
 
Evaluation of the Home Learning Policy will be undertaken as part of our policy review process.  
REVIEW: September 2020 
 
 

 

 


